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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For
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MOUNTAIN VIEW
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Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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   But we should not let ourselves be fooled so easily. The biblical injunction "Do not be deceived" (Galatians 6:7) is a command. It implies that we can make the choice to keep our eyes open, and that is what we should always insist on doing. We know far too much about God to believe that He would invite us to anything other than the greatest of banquets, and when Satan suggests otherwise, we should have enough sense to simply say, "Shut up!"


God is inviting us to enjoy everything that is truly good about life. Jesus said, "I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly" (John 10:10). What we should understand is not only that God offers us life but that He puts His offer in the form of an invitation. "The Spirit and the bride say, 'Come!' . . . Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely" (Revelation 22:17). Who in his right mind would turn this down? When we "make excuses," aren't we making a tragic mistake?


Who would prefer to be poor? Who would choose to be sick?�What hungry person could possibly walk away from a banquet table?�O Lord, help me to respond warmly to your gracious invitation.


(Bernard Bangley)


(Word Point – Gary Henry)














    Jesus was definitely on His way to the cross.  No playwright could have scripted it with more emotion.  It was dramatic.  The religious authorities were frightened by Jesus’ growing popularity.  He was upsetting everything they held dear.  They had to stop Him.  And so they took him to the Roman Governor.  Pilate, seeking a way out, appealed to the crowd with a proposition that he thought would be a no-brainer.  He would release Jesus, who had only “spoken good” in His teachings and “done good” in his works; or he would release a known murderer.  The crowd shouted, “Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas” (Luke 23:18).  You know the rest of the story!  


    The name “Barabbas” comes from the Hebrew “bar” (meaning “Son”) and “abba” (meaning father).  His name was literally, “son of the father.”  How different he was from Jesus who called Himself “Son of Man” and who was in fact the “Son of God the Father of all.”  Some of the early manuscripts even called the rebel “Jesus Barsabbas.”  Jesus was a common name in those days, but it is ironic that the crowd had the choice between Jesus the criminal and Jesus the Savior; between the evil “son of the father” of this world and the “son of man” who came to seek and to save the world in the name of the true Father of us all.  And so they cried, “Give us Barabbas.”  The crowd of humanity is still rejecting the Son of God in favor of those who represent sinfulness.


    Our point today is that it is very difficult for many (perhaps most) people to go against the crowd.  Like Pilate,








the dangers of the  world and succumbing to peer pressure, it is because I must.  And further, I have been there and had to repent a few times for not saying “no.”  We all know it takes courage to say “No” to smoking or drinking or drugs or sex or any of the snares that make victims out of so many precious people.  And it takes courage when moral or ethical decisions are in front of us to say, “I choose Jesus” over what others want me to say or do!  It also takes courage to resist the urge for immediate gratification, the urge to be accepted, and the urge to prove that you love the one urging you to do wrong.  But there are enormous payoffs that will sustain you in life and continue with you even to the grave … blessings like a healthy body, self-respect, and lasting relationships … but more than those, the blessings of peace with God and eternal salvation.





Actually, we should come to the point that we are offended by the appeals and influences of the crowd.  Faith calls for us to choose Jesus over Barabbas with the simple purpose of glorifying God and honoring Christ.  One day, we will stand before Him in judgment.  Who, on that day, will we want to have heard and followed?  The answer to that question is the answer to peer pressure and listing to the crowd.


______________________________





Ask, and it shall be given you; seek,


 and ye shall find; knock, and it shall


 be opened unto you: for every one 


that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 





(Matt 7:7-8)








Listening to the Crowd


By Colly Caldwell





“The chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.  The governor answered and said to them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to release to you?’  They said ‘Barabbas!”  Pilate said to them, ‘What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?’  They all said to him, ‘Let him be crucified’ (Matt. 27:20-22).








we “throw Jesus under the bus” and choose instead to be influenced by peers who ridicule Him and make fun of those who follow Him


     I recently ran across an interesting study by a research professor who supposedly found that 15% of Americans are “chronic worriers;” i.e., they worry virtually all the time.  He also wrote that the single most frequent source of worry is not a phobia we might think:  war, financial disaster, loss of job, AIDS, cancer, heart attack, or divorce.  He says that the single most frequent source of worry is what other people think about us.  “What will others say?”  “Will others think less of me?”  “Will I be laughed at?”  “Will I be excluded?” He may be right.


     There is the old tale of the mountain preacher who kept a snake in a box on the pulpit.  Every now and then, he would take it out and hold it up before the congregation shouting, “God told me this snake would not harm me.   One Sunday during an exceptionally animated sermon, the crowd began to chant, “Take out the snake, brother.”  He didn’t much want to, but they kept at it, and finally he reached into the box to get it and it bit him.  He lived, but just barely.  The next time they called for him to take out the snake, he said, “I’ll do it when the Lord tells me, not when you tell me.”


     That should serve as a warning to all us preachers … and to all other children of God.  We need to do what God says and not what the people of the world around us say.


     I love every member of this congregation, younger or older. If I seem to be strident sometimes in warning about 





Would We Refuse the Great Invitation?


A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, "Come, for all things are now ready." But they all with one accord began to make excuses.   (Luke 14:16-18)


     We are never more foolish than when we say no to God. We act as if God were trying to force us into an unnatural, undesirable way of life, when in reality He is inviting us to experience something very, very good. He is not trying to hurt us but rather to help us. When we say no to Him, we are refusing to accept the love He longs to give us. That is, in fact, what sin always is: a foolish unwillingness to let ourselves be loved by our God.


We would not ever turn down what God has for us, of course, if we were not deceived. When we choose to do something other than God's will, we've been led to believe that we're acting in our best interests. But we should not be under any delusion as to where that lie comes from. To the Corinthians, Paul wrote, "I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ" (2 Corinthians 11:3). Our adversary, the devil, has had long experience in making absurd foolishness seem like great wisdom.			Cont. on Page 3














FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack is 


recovering from an auto accident; Tyra 


Jones; Mrs. Alice Frasier now in assisted


living. Chris Jackson; Irene Adams;  


James Adams also; David Nash; Elaine Clem;


 June Guyton suffering with back pain for some


time.  Donnie Gilbert‘s problem with his back;


 Audrey Statham; Melinda Hampson, 


 Liz Jackson’s mother awaiting test results; 


Bonnie Smith; See email from  Malcolm


Congratulations to Sterling and Megan Borders


On the birth of their baby.





Expecting mothers: Stephanie Adams; Emily


 Clark; Amanda Pink; Jessica Jackson; Alex 


Bowman; Anna Tramell;





________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper---Ken Gay


   Asst. 1-----Garrett Douthitt 


   Asst. 2-----Justin Douthitt


   Asst. 3-----Wallis Hampson


   Asst. 4-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 5-----Bill Scott 


2nd Prayer---Joey Jackson


Read Scripture---Mark Robinson 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Perry Betterton 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Jeff Lentz


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


2nd Prayer---Ryan Pink 


Read Scripture---Jeff Lacquement


Sermon--------Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Sam Adams


Announcements—Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Zach Adams


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Steve Huff


 Invitation---Michael Burke


 Closing Prayer---Joe Phillips





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














